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Foreword

The Royal  Aircraft  Establishment,  Bedford,  existed  for  some fifty  years  from the
immediate post - world war period of the late nineteen-forties. A major aeronautical
Establishment of high repute, its scientific achievements have been dealt with to a
large extent in two published works “Wings Over Thurleigh” and “Wind Beneath the
Wings”. While the existence of the Establishment itself enabled the work, the huge
technical success which it achieved was clearly due to the dedicated efforts of the
many scientists, engineers, aircrew and skilled support staff who worked there. The
main purpose of this compilation therefore, is to provide an account of some of the
personnel and social aspects of the Establishment, as it progressed from its infancy
through to  1991,  when the process of its passing from State ownership into  the
private sector began.  

The main source of information which has enabled this has been the existence of
“RAE  News”,  the  Farnborough-based  house  magazine  of  the  Royal  Aircraft
Establishment. This monthly publication first appeared in March 1948 and continued
until the final issue of September/October 1991. A complete set of RAE News is held
in the Archive of the Bedford Aeronautical Heritage Group and has been made freely
available  for  this  compilation.  Also  held  in  the  Archive  are  many  thousands  of
photographs and the availability of these has allowed the occasional supplementing
of the RAE News material.

Introduction to Volume 2

With the construction of the Establishment’s research facilities completed, the 1960s
found all four “resident units” hard at work. The Wind Tunnels and Aero Flight were
busy pursuing the knowledge of supersonic aerodynamics and, in particular, making
huge contributions to the fundamental design of the Concorde supersonic transport
aircraft. The Blind Landing Experimental Unit progressed successfully towards the
military  and  civil  acceptance  of  its  automatic  landing  system  and  Naval  Air
Department demonstrated the capability to launch and recover onto ships at sea, the
heavier aircraft  then entering service. In parallel  with this work, both applied and
fundamental research continued and, in the wind tunnels, a design for a “Mach 4.5”
transport aircraft, as a successor to Concorde, was completed. 



January 1960

January 1960 reported a visit by the Duke of Edinburgh to experience at first hand
the BLEU Automatic Landing System. It also noted a “leaving” presentation to Mr
J.R.Anderson by Dr John Seddon. The High Supersonic Speed Wind Tunnel [HSST]
had been completed and Dr Seddon was moved from Farnborough to take charge of
it and see it through a working-up period to full operational status. Unique in Europe,
this facility was capable of achieving a speed of 4.5 times the speed of sound [a
Mach number of 4.5].



January 1960

The BLEU “Autoland” system was obviously attracting considerable attention at this
time and following quickly on the heels of the Duke’s visit was one by the Minister of
Aviation,  Duncan Sandys.  The February 1960 Issue noted some interesting staff
movements  and  also  the  annual  Apprentice  Prize  Giving  which  had  become an
established autumn function. This year it included a first presentation of the “Roger
Austin” cup for sportsmanship. Roger’s untimely death was noted in August 1958.  



February 1960



February 1960



February 1960

March 1960 reported a first venture into Pantomime! Presented in the local Civic
Theatre and running for  three nights,  the players entertained the children of  the
Establishment,  offering  them  an  alternative  from  the  more  conventional  type  of
Christmas party. Obviously very successful, the event sparked the idea of starting a
theatrical company although, in the report, the correspondent failed to recognise the
efforts of earlier Bedford thespians!  



March 1960



March 1960





April 1960



April 1960



April 1960



April 1960, Short SC1 Research Aircraft, RAE Bedford



April 1960, Short SC1 Research Aircraft, RAE Bedford



May 1960



May 1960



June1960



July 1960 



July 1960



July 1960



August 1960



August 1960



September 1960, Short SB5 Research Aircraft, RAE Bedford



September 1960



October 1960

The difficulty of getting reporters to provide “Bedford” contributions to RAE News
was obviously a problem. Both the October and November issues sought volunteers!



November 1960 
 

December 1960



January 1961



February 1961 noted another change of Chief Superintendent for Bedford with Dai
Morris departing for Headquarters to be replaced by Jack Hanson form Structures
Department at Farnborough.

February 1961



March 1961



March 1961



March 1961

April 1961 saw the official opening of the High Speed Supersonic Tunnel [HSST], the
last  of  the  major  facilities  resulting  from  the  original  recommendations  of  the
Aeronautical  Research Committee.  Sometimes referred to  as the 3 x 4 from the
dimensions of its test section, 3 feet wide by 4 feet high, this tunnel was capable of
producing airspeeds from 1900 to 3400 miles per hour [Mach 2.5 to 4.5]. In terms of
its capabilities it remained unique in Europe throughout its lifetime. 

The ceremony was performed by the Minister of Aviation, Mr Thorneycroft, who also
took the opportunity to experience automatic landings in a Varsity Aircraft of the Blind
landing Experimental Unit. Jack Hanson, the Chief Superintendent and Director RAE
were in attendance.

Amongst other items, the June 1961 issue of the News reported the prize-giving
ceremony to Bedford apprentices and recorded it as the first such event. This was
not strictly true as the first  prize-giving was held in 1957 when the first  intake of
apprentices  graduated.  However,  this  error  can  perhaps  be  excused  because
hitherto  the  event  had  been  relatively  low-key  whereas,  from  1961  onwards,  it
became a major event in the social calendar of the Establishment and, as will be
seen later,  notable personalities from the fields of aviation and engineering were
invited to present the prizes.



April 1961



May 1961



June 1961



June 1961



June 1961



July 1961



July 1961



August 1961



September 1961



October 1961



November 1961



January 1962



February 1962



February 1962



March 1962



April 1962



May 1962



June 1962



June 1962



July 1962



July 1962



August 1962



August 1962



September 1962



September 1962



September 1962



October 1962



October 1962



      November 1962 



December 1962

The New Year issue of the News featured a visit to BLEU by a party of ten Members
of Parliament. Consisting of five Conservative and five Labour politicians, democracy
and political correctness was thus preserved. 



January 1963

Reaction  to  the  “Shaggy,  Smoggy,  Foggy  Storey  was  swift  and  included  in  the
February Issue!



February 1963



February 1963



March 1963



March 1963



March 1963



April 1963



April 1963



May 1963



May 1963



May 1963



May 1963



June 1963



June 1963



July 1963



July 1963



July 1963



August 1963



August 1963



September 1963



September 1963



October 1963



November 1963



November 1963



December 1963



December 1963



December 1963



Worthy of particular note from the articles in the December 1963 and January 1964
issues of the News are firstly, the departure of Bill Souster, one of the very early
“pioneers”, Bill worked in the Personnel Section and, together with his wife, ran a
boarding house in Goldington Avenue, Bedford, which accommodated many a new
recruit  to the Establishment. Secondly,  the departure of another “pioneer”, Jimmy
Darling,  the  Deputy  Chief  Admin  Officer  who,  to  those  who  knew  him,  was  a
particularly kindly and helpful person to those recruits arriving at Bedford to set out
on their new careers.

January 1964



January 1964



January 1964

That  the event  of  the presentation of  ties to those who had made an Automatic
Landing should be held at Camberley, when all the work was done at Bedford, is
perhaps somewhat curious. Maybe others were seeking reflected glory? 



February 1964



February 1964



February 1964



March 1964



March 1964



March 1964



April 1964



April 1964



April 1964



May 1964



May 1964



May 1964



May 1964



June 1964



June 1964



August 1964



August 1964



August 1964

September 1964



September 1964

October 1964



October 1964



October 1964

November 1964



November 1964



November 1964



December 1964

The December 1964 issue of the News noted the death of Mr R.R.Pattison who,
although he had returned to Farnborough to become Director of Engineering, RAE,
had been closely associated with Bedford from its very early days both in the design
and construction  of  the  experimental  facilities  and then as  its  Assistant  Director,
Engineering. During that time he was much involved with the development of the
social  side  and  was  instrumental  in  setting  up  the  RAEBA,  the  Royal  Aircraft
Establishment Bedford association. His untimely death at the age of only 54, was a
shock to all.



                            

December 1964



January 1965



January 1965



January 1965



February 1965



March 1965



April 1965



May 1965



May 1965



June 1965



June 1965



July 1965



July 1965



August 1965, RAE News front cover for showing its new format with an impressive
view of the Airship Hangar at Cardington



August 1965



  

August 1965



September 1965



November 1965



December 1965



December 1965

An Editorial Note. It has become clear from the current state of preparation of this
compilation that its size will be excessive. To seek to reduce the final “page-count”
therefore, a slightly different approach is to be introduced at this point with regard to
how the content selected from the RAE News documentation is transferred to the
present narrative. Thus, from the January 1966 Issue onwards, while all  relevant
“Bedford”  information  will  be  recorded,  it  will  not  always  be  done  by  simply



photocopying the relevant pages of RAE News. In particular, much of the Bedford
news content is related to presentations to individual staff members in respect of
retirements, departures, awards etc. and while these will be recorded in the “RAE
News Index”,  included as Appendix 1,  they will  not  necessarily always be noted
within the photocopied or written narrative.

January 1966

Noted this month was the retirement of Varsity aircraft WL665 from the BLEU fleet.
To build up statistical evidence in support of the demonstration of the safety of the
automatic blind landing system, this venerable aircraft achieved an average of 3.2
landings per hour over a research life of 1728 flying hours.  



January 1966

January  1965  noted  the  revival  of  the  Dramatic  Society  with  the  production  of
“Playgoers”. This met with sufficient success to encourage the even more ambitious
venture in November of that year, with the presentation of Gigi in the Bedford Civic
Theatre. The picture in the January 1966 Issue shows the quality of staging and
dressing of a presentation which put the Society firmly on the local thespian map.



May 1966



June 1966



July 1966



August 1966



August 1966



August 1966

September 1966



This month noted the presentation, by Jack Hanson, of an electric razor to Mr D.G.
{Dave} Payne upon his departure to take a mechanical engineering post with the
Bedford County Council. Starting work at Bedford in 1951, Dave was amongst the
very earliest of the scientific wind tunnel staff to arrive.



September 1966



November 1966



December 1966

December 1966 noted the departure of the fifth Chief Superintendent, Jack Hanson
and amongst the presentations was one from the RAE Bedford Association.  The
presentation was conducted by Frank O’Hara. Frank was to become the sixth Chief
although whether he knew it at the time is not certain!  



December 1966

January 1967



February 1967

The February issue of  the News confirmed the appointment  of  Frank O’Hara as
Chief Superintendent and marked the departure of one of the best known Bedford
test pilots, Clive Rustin. Also noted was John Evans’ promotion to take charge of
Tunnels Division within Aerodynamics Department. Recruited into Flying Wing also
were Flt. Lts. John Lewis and Stuart Pearce



March 1967



April 1967

April 1967 noted a number of senior staff movements; the departure of Joe Morrall
from BLEU and promotions of Alec Spence, Ken Winter, Gerald Moss and Danny
Lean  into  divisional  leadership  posts  at  Bedford.  The  May issue  also  noted  the
appointment of Mr D Meredith as Bedford’s senior administrative officer. 



April 1967

June 1967



Full-Scale Concorde mock-up at Paris 1967 Salon

October 1967



October 1967



November/December 1967



February 1958



June 1968



July 1968



August 1968



August 1968

September 1968



October 1968



October 1968



 

January 1969



February 1969



 March                                1969                                 April

The May 1969 issue of the News contained an article “Flying the Concorde Wing”. 
Not wholly reproduced here it was nevertheless thought appropriate to include the 
following picture showing RAE Bedford personnel. In the foreground, left to right, Flt. 
Lt. Pearce; Sqn. Ldr. Lewis; Lt. Wheal RN; Messrs Tillotson and Clark and Dr Clem 
Barnes.



The BAC 221, WG774 at Thurleigh

June 1969



August 1969



August 1969



September 1969



September 1969



October 1969



October 1969



December 1969

December 1969 found RAE Bedford working flat out, delivering quality research data
as well as continuing to provide support to the Industry. Continuing into the 1970s,
we turn to Volume 3 of this compilation which, for want of a better title, is called “in
Full Swing”.


